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CLAIMS 

mcleic acid characterized in that it has a transcriptional promoter activity 
and inttmt it comprises: 

(a) all or a portion of sequence SEQ ID n° 2 or a variant thereof; or 

(b) a sequencevhybridising with all or part of the complementary strand of 
sequence SEQ\JD n° 2. 

A nucleic acid according to claim 1, characterized in that it comprises all or 
a portion of sequence^EQ ID n° 2. - 

nucleic acid according to claim 1 or claim 2, characterized in that at i s a 
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moter of the gene for the beta 2 toxin of Clostridium perfringens or a 
Lent thereof. 
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A cassette for expression of a transgene, G haracterized in thato t comprises, in 

the 5' V 3' direction: 

• a nucleic acid according to claim 1 ; and 

id y transgene. 



saKrtra 



An expressiomcassette according to claim 4, c haracte r ized m-£hat it further 



composes a to 
1^j*expression 



ptional terminator at the 3' end of the transgene. 
e according to claim 4 o r - claim 5, characterized^! tha t 
it- further 6 ompri sesJa\gecretion signal between the nucleic acid and the 
transgene. 

An expression cassette acco^jpg p ■any^ne-of-claim^ 4^tcr6; characterized- 



l or a fragment or a variant of the toxin, 
claim 7, e haracterizcd in that the 



kHhat the transgene codes for: 
An expression cassette according 

transgene codes for a toxin or a l^agment or variant of a toxin of a 
-pathogenic bacterium. 

A vector comprising a nucleic acid accoMing to claim 1 - or an expression 
cass e tte according to claim 4: 

that it is functional in 

bacteria. 
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A vector according to claim 10, c haracterized in tha t it is functional in 




bacteria of the genus Clostridium^ in particular in Clostridium perfringens 
bacteria. 



A recombinant cell comprising a nucleic acid according to claim 1 e^-an 



express* 



eass fitte according to claim 4 or a vector according to claim 9 . 
A cell acceding to claim 12, e haractcriz e d in tha t it is a prokaryote cell*, 
p referably a iW terinm. 

A process for producing a polypeptide, comprising introducing into a host 
cell a transgene coding for said polypeptide under the control of a promoter 
as defined in claim 1, then recovering said polypeptide. 
A process for producing\a polypeptide, ^a^^cniS^ m^o^at it compri ses 
culturing a recombinant cell^cording to claim 1^ comprising in CTpression 
c a^Gefe^cc^^mgio claim 4 ofva vector according to claim 9, the tran s gen e 
jcodmg for said polypeptide. 

A process according to claim 14 o r claim 15, chaiactcrizcd in tha t the cell is 
a bacterium from the genus Clostridium. x 

A process according jto aa y ono of - c laimg 14^6^6 for producin g a toxin or a 
toxoid. ^ 

Use of a nucleic aci^ccording to claim 1 for producing polypeptides. 
A nucle^a^id comprising all or a portion of sequence SEQ ID n° 3. 
A process for preparing an immunogenic composition comprising the 
following steps: 

a) expressing one or 
according to cl 

b) harvesting the suftemkt^ 

c) optionally, treating th^supernatant to purify or concentrate the toxin(s) or 
toxoid(s); 

d) inactivating the toxin(s)\ and 

e) optionally, packaging the inactivated toxin(s) or toxoid(s). 
An mSBrtmogeoiccomposition comprising a toxoid of a toxin produced 
according to the processVIf/dlaini 17. 



toxins (or the corresponding toxoids) in a cell 




